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ARE YOU A BUSINESS ASSOCIATE?

Covered entities are: health plans, health

care clearinghouses, and health care Covered services are: Legal, Actuarial,

Start providers who electronically transmit any Accounting, Consulting, Data Aggregation,
health information in connection with Management, Administrative,
transactions covered by HIPAA (e.g., billing Accreditation, and Financial
and payment for services, etc.)
Step 1 v
. Do you receive protected health
Do you provide a . . . . .
. Is it a covered information from the covered entity or its Proceed to
service to or for a Yes—» . ——Yes—» . . . —VYes
. service? business associate when you provide the Step 6
covered entity? .
[ service?
I\Ilo No
|
No
. . . . . You are not a
Examples: claims processing & administration; data analysis, business
processing, & administration; utilization review; quality associate
assurance; patient safety activities; billing; benefit management;
practice management; and re-pricing
Step 2
Y
Do you perform a function Is it a covered Do you create, receive, maintain, or Proceed to
or activity on behalf of a 1 Yes—» function or —Yes—¥» transmit protected health information —VYes
covered entity? activity? when you perform the function or activity?
I |
No No l
No
Step 3 business
: — - associate
Do you provide data transmission In order to provide these -
services of protected health services, do you routinely éeed to
information to a covered entity? (e.g.,, ————Yes———p require access to the Yes > Step 6
Health Information Organization, E- protected health P
prescribing gateway) information?
I
Nlo No You are not a
L iq business
Step 4 l associate

Do you offer a
personal health

In order to provide/manage

Do you offer the personal .
you P the service, do you have

Yes—» health record on behalf of a ——Yes—»

record to covered entitv? access to protected health ‘
individuals? v information?
No No You are not a
business
Step 5 Did the business associate : associate
. . Do you create, receive,
delegate a function or service to s .
Rojioupcriiies ou that the business associate MENRENTFEIAEIE]S Proceed to
a business ——Yes—» y . ——Yes—» protected health ————Yes
. agreed to provide for a covered . . Step 6
associate? . : information on behalf of
" entity or for another business . .
. the business associate?
associate? |
No | .
| No NIO You are not a
I business
Step 6 associate
\ 4
Do you fit into one of the four exceptions to the definition of business associate: You are not a
. S . . business
Covered entities participating in an Government agencies that receive or associate
organized health care arrangement that collect protected health information to
perform a covered function or service determine eligibility or enrollment in a
to, for, or on behalf of the arrangement. government health plan.
Plan sponsors that only receive Health care providers who only receive You are a business
protected health information from protected health information from a = =
group health plans, if the requirements covered entity for purposes of treating associate
of 164.504(f) are met. individuals.
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